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Bhagavadgita was. I gave what appeared to me an honest expla-
nation and excuse for this discovery of his. But I do not pro-
pose to give that explanation to you nor seek to excuse this
very great and grave defect. The very first and earnest request
that I would make to the students before me here is that each
one of you should search within, and wherever you find that
my remarks are justified, you will begin to reform and rebuild
yourself, and those of you who are Hindus, and the vast majo-
rity are Hindus I know, will endeavour to understand the very
simple, beautiful, and to me soulful message of the Gita. The
experience, and I think I can say the experience, without a
single exception, of those who have really carried on this search
after truth to render their hearts pure is that it is an utterly
impossible effort, unless it is accompanied by a heart prayer to
the Almighty. Whatever, therefore, you do, do not lose faith in
God. I cannot reason out the thing for you, because really
speaking, it is a fact which transcends reason. But I want you
to cultivate a spirit of real humility and not summarily reject
the experiences of so many teachers, rishis and others of the
world and not regard them as so many superstitious men. And
if you will but do this, all the rest that I want to say will be as
clear as crystal to you. This will be to me the test of your since-
rity of profession. If you have real faith in God, you cannot
but feel for the humblest of His creation. And whether it is the
spinning wheel and khadi, or untouchability, or total prohibi-
tion, or social reform in connection with child-widows and child-
wives and many other similar things, you will find that all these
activities are derived from the same source. I was therefore glad
to find that you sympathize with and approve of the spinning
movement, ^the struggle against untouchability and other
things with which I am identified, I accept your assurance that
henceforth you will do better in regard to khadi.
The Easiest Thing
It is really the easiest thing in the world for you to make
your choice once for all and say to yourself that you shall use
henceforth nothing but khadi since it puts a few coppers into
the pockets of those who need them most. In this one institu-
tion alone, I understand, you are more than 1,400. Just think
what the 1,400 by giving only half an hour to spinning can add